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* hatched in the on pretence indeed of methodi- 
Zing, but which have, in eſſect, ſerved to obſcure and 
coufound the plain truths of the go el; fo do I likewiſe 
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© holy Jeſus, be himſelf has 
6 Ther: Ah! my Aſpaſio ! — 22 Tha 


« friend ; he that bids you ſtretch out, will ſtrengthen 
% the withered arm. te firſt makes us ſenſible of our 


« Can 
« are your | 
« extreme. Pr 
« exerciſe faith, let not this occaſion a tame 
6s 2 yourſelf to infidelity. You muſt endeavour, An. 

gently endeavour, to believe; and wait and pray for 
— Spirit. Though it is his office to teſtify of 
% Chriſt, and bring near the Redeemer”'s righteouſneſs ; yet 
« his influences are not to ſuperſede, but to encourage 
* er con lm} a ro fron wed 

« fear and trembling ; here is our duty : for it is God 
<< that worketh in you both to will and to do; here is our 
6s t1.— 

« You was once, Theron, a zealous advocate for good 
% works. Now you feem to have abandoned your 
*c clients. Remember, my dear friend, what our Lord 
«« Jeſus Chriſt ys, This is the work of Ged, of all 
«© works moſt acceptable and moſt honourable to the 
« divine Majeſty, that you believe on him whom be hath 


46 - 

« Ther. The true belief, according to your notion, 
% Aſpaſio, is ſo refined and exalted a virtue, that I very 
= mn —— whether I ſhall ever be able to attain 

it. 

„. If you are unable to attain it, W 


e a ee eee e +4 =* -- S 


"Hat is un 
< FH 
© 23 2 
ih 1 11 1 

4 8435 
H EL ae 


HW AGE ROAST GBREOUAREU AT EEE AEST HAS 


E 
8 
AM 
. 
1 
b 
1 
la 
A 


111 U 1 ola, 11777 1 111111 
11141 Th 1 Hi 11111 10 ip 
N 1 334 
10 1 ill 1 1177 
What 1 
e e 
, 36 tu e i 10 Bt E 


inen ut Ct 
Uh 1151 1 f. ff 

: ark 7 

e 1 
I ms 1 


4 p arr owoty = on © 2 900545 RR * . 2 2 
* 


24162 


TY 


4 — 11 — l 


! 


12127 1247 
hat TRIBE 
% 

l 45 


1 1 


Hin: 111115 lik: 


2 


3 


* 
4 


ff 
e 


15 


1751 


| 2m 


211 


wm SES Er EFECUEES nenn CANTD ES PRASEURSRA 


_ OY oe 2 2 I? 
. 


LETTERS = tk 


1 24477 
1 Aut ty 111 kü 


h 


1212115 


« 14850 tif AMERY W lll. 
: i 1212177 I; E 11 
e 0 al 
SETTLE HT il 

TIE Hl 
HR e 
11 Hs 


in 
1 


3 zxnosn and A818. 


FL 


1145 


15 


| 


E 


1451 


14.15 


J 
1 


l 


tset 


— to er CH 


having 
but, Thos 


„ 


— — 


_— 


tte 


the words of eternal life. 


ky 


& 
31 


„ 


1111 


mere 15 


Bi 


32 


2715 


17271 


228 43 8141122314251 114413313 


LES 


12 


8. 


51 


1117 


1112 


RP 


F#þ 


11 


0 * 


* 


We 


1217 Th 


751 
: 


Alt 
1180 


{2 28. 


7222 24 


* 


* 


+ 
F 
1 


a 


. 


Ris 10 


1 . 
1 


Fm 


23.4 


54 


24 iin l 


LICE i an AY 


890 CRASISSTEES PODeSUVECIS WEIKLO BET TTBRAT rn 


—— th * _ 


4 7 + ©: 1.20) 


Let. I. Ton and Asratto. 15 


tains, that Chriſt died, as well for infidels as for believers, 
as well for the damned as for the faved. Addreſſing in- 
fidels he ſays, 


« And was the ranſom paid? it was: and paid 

« (What can cxalt the bounty more?) for n.“ 

a Caiaphas! ah! which ? 
1 — pris'ner!? which ſhall —— 
« Well mightſt thou rend thy garments, well exclaim, 
« Deep are the horrors of eternal flame! 

« But God is good! tis wondrous all ! ey'n he 
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induſtrious to provoke ; 
From his embraces obſtinately broke? Ibid. book 3. 


to him, then, the damned are originally as 
in the death of Chrift as the faved ; and 
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16 LETTERS on Let. I. 
Heaven aids exertion makes the great, 
% The 9 

« O be a and thou ſhalt be a God! 

And b ſelf-made ambition how divine! Night 9. 
Addreſſing man, | 
„Dread eternity has ſown her ſeeds 

« Of blifs and woe in thy breaſt ; 

9 rr id. 
Addreſſing Lorenzo, 

% And FUST are all, determix'd to reclaim; 

„ Which ts that title high within thy reach.“ Did. 

After averſion to inſiſt on the torments a- 

waiting the wicked, he addreſſes the Muſe thus: 


Rut rather, if thou know ſt the means, unfold 


* My heart became the convert of my head. 
« Reafſox purſu d is faith; 
* Reafon the root, fair faith is but the flower.” Night 4. 


* "Tis $= oy can jultity 
Nor 


e, 
«© My name in heaven, . 
N which pierc d his fide; 
And open d there a font for all mankind, 

* Who ftrive, who combat crimes, to drink and live. 
« This, only his, ſubdues the fear of death.” hid. 


Theſe lines, and many others to the fame purpoſe, 
need no comment ; we need not wonder, then, that a 
poet fo nervous in his diction adds 
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int ſufficiently, and done thei to ſet the minds of 
the people in motion, boldly declare, by virtue of 
authority with which they are 
believe this, other 
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1 
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wrought my name and in my ſtead: this will be 
* admitted both at the throne of grace and the bar of 
judgment, as my juſtifying righteoulueſs.” 

— oy nd eee an. miniſters, at leaſt the two 
celebrated gentlemen who flouriſhed lately, to whom we 
are referred for the fulleſt account of Aſpaſio's doctrine 
and faith, will not allow this aſſertĩon 

true or certain — 1 — 
once he believe it. They would not have 
before he believed. that Chriſt died for him; 
they would have affirmed to him, that it was bis du- 
ty to believe fo; and they would have ſtrongly encou- 
raged him to make a bold venture to exert an att of 
faith to that end, aſſuring him, that the truth and cer- 
tainty of this matter would ſome how turn out clear aud 
evident in his believing it. And thus I find fome pro- 
priety in the term which 295 © 


26 LETTERS on Len. 
their bclief by, when they call it % appropriating aft 
farb; that is, an act by which I am enabled to con- 
clude that to be mine, which could net appear to be fo 


* comprehend or account for.” 
The forecited aſſertĩon of Aſpaſio to the 


Evgerio; but I would not chuſe to account for him in 
that manner often. I was then, and ſtill am, very loath 
with maintaining, that Chriſt died for 

ſaved him ; 


Ir I look for an illuſtration of Aſpaſio's meaning in 
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the two volumes of Meditations, &c. I find there ® a 

of ſpenking, for which, I muſt at leaſt ay, I find no 

foundation in the feriptures. That I may not be led 

away too far from my purpoſe, 1 

tence or two from the note on theſe wor « 'The 

© Gt Aden being Glntewied, Saw tory ih. 
ty 2 viable as well as in iſible. 


E a the 
222. Tho homer —ͤ— the 
« precious fruits of the earth; food to eat, and rai- 


* ment to put on z—all theſe he purchaſed, even for 


« his irreclaimable enemies. —— The Chriſtian ſhould 
* ever heap is mind bis frihicure of Gem and the 


— paĩd to redeem _ 2 
way of vers much a 
——— En 


8 » That 
they ſhall as effectually partake of the reward of Chriſt's 
righteoulneſs, as they ſuifer the penalty of Adam's tran(- 
greſſiom. Compare what is faid, Rom. v. with 1 Cor. 
xv. 22. We had beſt take care, then, how we weaken 
the latter point, leſt we undermine the former ; al £ 
r 
life that now is, we darken the that which 
is to come. Bee ore on rn —— 
ſhall find the apoſtles themſelves, who, we are ture, 
were the favourites of heaven, acknow that, 
take away the lite to come, the balance, in point of 
happineſs, lay much in favour of unbelievers; as is evi- 
dent from the chapter laſt referred to, and from the 
whole of the New Teſtament. 

The ſirſt Chriſtians were diitinguiſhed from other men, 


Vol. f. p. 146. 147. ninth edition, 1752. 
C 2 not 
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not by any greater ſhare LO" _ as muſt 
have been the caſe, if their Redeemer, who 
ys, I pray for them, I pray not for the world, had remo- 
ved the forfeiture of them; but in their patiently ſub- 
mitting to that forfeiture, taking up their crols daily, 
and following Chriſt unto death, in the hope of eternal 
life from the dead; life of quite a different nature from 
that which was farfeited : whereas other men, conceit- 
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. 9- they render the words of Peter thus: FF wwe this 
be examined of the good dread done to the © | 
be is made whole; initead 


[72 
| 


caution about the text in queſt 
this plain truth before our eyes 
the preſerver EC) 
that he who giveth 4 4 life and breath, and all things, 
has a peculiar care about thoſe who were redeemed from 


among men. And whatever way this peculiar care about 
them was exerciſed, one thing is evident, even from the 


7; 
3 


t us with a different form of expreſ- 
fion from that uſed by the Apoſtle : ſome chuſing rather 
to uſe the name defcriptive of the Son of God, as re- 
deeming from the cure, ſaying, © Chriſt is the Saviour of 
4 all men; others in the fame view, God in Chrilt is 
the Si our, Ge. What is the reaſun of all this ſhinels 
and averſi5a to ſpeak as the apoſtle does? Is there any 
obſcurity in his words? or have they any in 
view which his words will not ſo convenieutly anſwer ? 
Are they afraid, leſt any Chriſtian will dream, that there 
is any other God but he who is made manifeſt in Chriit ? 
or are they atraid leſt any Chrittian will fcruple to ſay, 
that whatloever things the Father doth, theſe alſo doth 
the Son likewiſe ? or does it not rather proceed from an 
inclination to give us ſome other view of the redemption 
which is by Chriſt, than the ſcripture gives? 

Let us make a trial of their method of commenting 
here, on other parallel paſſiges of feripture, and fre 
where it will carry us. Having only premiied this much, 
which every Chriſtian will own, wiz. That that divine 
*** frame 
C3 
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who was called Chriſt, or the Anointed, on account 

of his being anointed of God with the Holy Spirit to at- 
ing all righteouſneſs, j 

on account of his 


Game Spirit as the oil of 


J 
1 
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mag 2222291225306 TT va DSECEDLICVRELIAE 8 


purpoſe and intention, in this de- 

I introduce the 

what he does, 

and giving what he gives, from the 
curſe of the law, mentioned Gal. iii. 10. and in virtue 
or the price of redemption which 1 Haring thus 
modelled my text, I proceed to deduce a few plain in- 
ferences. 1. Hence it is manifeſt, that all men, at leaft, 


are as much indebted to the Redeemer for their life and 
breath, as for all other things which they enjoy. 2. If 
then the enjoyments of ail men are redeemed by a price, 
to are their lives. 3. Suppoſe enjoyments only are re- 
deemed, yet the having of children has always been con- 
lidered as none of the leaſt of theſe; all men 
are redeemed, as having been once granted as children to 
their parents, the firſt pair only excepted. It is eaſy to 
fee what a wide field is opened for imagination here; 
and how much wider it would be, if I ſhould proceed to 
con ſider what would follow from faying in the fame 
view, Chriſt made the world, and all things therein; and, 
V Chritt we live, move, and have our being, &c.— But 
| forbear. 


Is ſpeaking of the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt 
we had need to keep clear of all human ſyſtems, and 
hold cloſe by the ſcriptures. Jeſus Chriſt, by the price 
ot redemption, which he paid, delivers his people o_— 
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the enlightening Spi 
mult have recourſe to his friends for a proper view of 
the agency of this Spirit in the matter. 
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till he 
what is 
complain, that 
7 
leaſt fpark of 
ing under a 
the 
themſelves —You 
all the 
ready to 
put to thy hand. — Though you want power, 
you but the will? Chriſt will accept the will for 
ec the deed. It is true you cannot come; are you will- 
<« ing then to be drawn ?—You complain you want the 
« will too.—Perhaps your will is ouly impotent. —It is 
« well if it be not Hi Are you willing then to 
have your will ?— There are promiſes at hand 
© to make you Vel, then, put your unw 


« will into Chriſt's hand, and leave him to do all; 
« the work is done.” 


other of the terms propoſed by «he preacher, begins to 
bear ſome ſpirit ſecretly whiſpering to him, that his ſtate 


and condition is ; that he is now removed from 
4 ſtate of nature to a ſtate of grace ;—in ſhort, that 
he is a gracious perfor. | 


Now the preacher, well knowing the common effects 
of his doctrine, and the ſpirit which attends it, exerts 
himſelf, with all boldneſs and freedom of ſpeech, to ſe- 
cond and enforce the ſecret whiſper of the private ſpirit, 
which the devout hearer entertains at firſt with ſome 
degree of timidity and heſitation:— Why then, it is 
& be hoped, that the good work is begun ia you, which 
will be perfected at laſt. —You have been favoured 
with the heavenly viſit — Many perplexities may be- 
« fal you afterward ;—but one ſuch viſit ſecures your 
« ſtate for ever.—Be thankful to him who hath made 
<« ſuch a diffe.ence betwixt you and others ;—and when 
<< you behold the fins of others, from which you are re- 
&« ſtrained, let it he matter of joy to you, when you ove 
* belped to ſay thankfully, „ the ** ©. —: | 

HE 
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« Tur LORD BE THANKED THAT IAN NOT 4s 0 
* THER MEN .—You may indeed fall into many fad miſ- 


7 
enpoſing you to the curſe of God's law 
ä 8 
tc ſuitable to your ſtate, and behoved to proceed upon 
e an allowed act of unbelief, calling it in ion, if 
God be your God, and ye his children. would 
the foundations. — Therefore ſuch fear, as 


We 7 bon 
NI 


greateſt fervour 
now is the time of the 


bution of the fruit ;—if to Noah's ark, the hers o- 


andget r band pd Bn» 1-4 


cote, and the people to doves, the 

windows.—lf the communication 
ſooken of, Ir th communication ofthe divine ove be 
which it is poured, in order to be conveyed to the people. 
In ſhort, they are commiſſioned to bring Chriſt near 
to ſinners, and ſinners near to Chriſt. ad db Avg { 
are ſo modeſt as to decline the title, they effectually 


_ fume the character and work of acediators betwixt God 


and the The title of ambaſſadors is that which 
they uſe the freedom with, and they no doubt 
reckon that they put confiderable honour upon Chriſt, 


LINARX. 

It muſt likewiſe be noticed, that the popular doctrĩne 
is ſo contrived, as to keep the people in conſtant depen- 
dence on the preachers, for their comfort, and in con- 
tinnal expectat ĩon of the ſeaſon of power in piving heed 
ia them,—In alluſion to the impotent man, who indeed, 


according 
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to the ſacred text, laboured under an infirmity 
for thirty · eight years, and who, according to their ima- 
gination, lay fo long at the pool; forme exerciſed fouls 
may be occupied ſo many years in fruitleſs eſſays and at - 
„the preacher encourages them to 
in their attempts, aſſariug them of ſuc- 
for their comfort in the mean time, he 
i to pervert the ſcriptures, in order to 
pronounce them all bleſſed who are thus waiting. A- 
in, in like manner, in alluſion to Jacob, they who 
Coe dans frrawad wad the file of power, and haie 
j the wiſhed - ſor viſit, may remain unviſfited tor 
twenty years, betwixt one Bethel-vitit and another, 
or perhaps all their difetime. However, though it be 
Rill held true, that one viſit ſceures their ſtate tor ever, 
are not to content themiclves with a refer ad; 
is, with the remembrance of their fuſt vitit, and its 
attendant impreifions ; but they mult be ſtill endeavour- 
ing to obtain a new viſit, by attempting again to put 
firſt, what they call a diet att of /aith. 
frequent ition of theſe attempts, or 
to obtain ſome motion, or 
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wever much the people 
be thus kept in bondage tor lifetime, groaning at- 
ſome inward feeling or impreſſion, yet both the un- 
_ 2 to be in a converted ſtate, 

on 


122 


[4 
at 


40 LETTERS. Let. I. 


with them at bottom, but who think to gain it by a 
ſhorter and eaſier courſe; yea, they are 
many, who, at the fame time, at 
This is what I can eafily account for. 
one who has learned his religion from 
ment, ſhould miſtake their doctrine for t 


duced on the minds of the people, by the dofrine. the 
moſt zealous popular preachers.—Yea, I behoved to no- 
tice the dificrence betwixt the God of theſe laſt, and 
the God whole character is drawn in the New Teſta- 
ment z—betwixt their Chriſt and 

the 2poſtles ;—betwixt their ſpirit 
breathed in the lives and writings 
ſhort, betwixt their ſenſe of the 


| ing general view of ſome of Aſpa - 
fio's principal friends, I will be at liberty to pay a more 
cloſe attention to himſelf in my next. 
I am, Sc. © 
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and fo ga 
2 ion? Amidſt a 

Chriſtian religion, that 
men, the capital queſtion 
1 

The greater part acceptanc 
with God, have generally made the queſtion to run 
thus, How are we to be exerciſed, and under what in- 


| 


ing or fec ? What ſhall we do 
vour ? What mall we ? or, What dith God 
us, that ve may eſcafe his wrath and curſe due to 
? Whereas the firſt queſtion ought to be, Can 
of 


i 


; 


x 
> 
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out exception, to procure acceptance for, and give relief 
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42 
of which is no other, than the voice of 
God, naturally reſiding in his conſcience. We muſt not 
CC Go > 
What Cheri — — — oY 
cauſe of our acceptance, and that our or prompt 
ed endeavours are to co-operate by of ſome ſubor- 
dinate cauſe, under whatever name. z we muſt ei- 
ther take — — —— 
ion : © No trimming, no 
nt ie — ben proceeds this cardi- 
y plea with t 
2 2 


— — ** is the turning 
> of Sie hope of candies 


the hinge I. 

OD cmmrat then Shove thh that 
treaty Apa yang do nigger 
I bave it to maintain upon all that one thing 
is needy ul. 7 gg — muſt lie in 
this, that I do not fuffer the change to be put upon me 
pry wes Aug pay - whe gs po 
dy well-ſounding words to ſuffer any diminution 
addit ĩon to the one thing needtul. 

Aipeſio's faith reſts, one foot on grace, and the other 
on nature; or, to adopt a contraſt often ſtated in the 
New Teſtament, one foot on the ſpirit, and the other on 
the fe; or, to make perhaps, ſtill more readily 
underſtood, one foot on the work of Chriſt, and the o- 
ther on human efforts, or the motions of man's heart. 
Aſpaſio then having two things in his eye, behoved to 
be greatly ſtraitened, how to aſſign each of them its 
proper place. And though, in the general, he has han- 
dled the matter, with as great, yea, I will not ſcruple to 
ſay, with greater {kill and addreſs, than any I have ſeen 
on the ſubject: yet to ſuppole that he could do it with- 
out falling into inconſiſtencies, would be to ſuppoſe him 
capable of doing that which never yet was, and, I am 
confident, never will be done by any man. Who could 
have imagined, that he, who faid fo maay , clear, 
and ſtriking things, with reſpect to the work of Chrilt 
in oppoſition to all the pleas of human pride, in the 
latter half of the fixth dialogue, and almoſt throughout 
the whole ſeventh, would have perplexed himſelf, in the 

manner 
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But ſtay! 1 muſt not run fo faſt; Aſpaſio calls me 
back, © Yet they will do well to remember, that theſe 
« qualifications, however amiable, are by no means the 
„ ;round of their right. They are to advance their 
« claim and hold falt the bleſſing, not as men orna- 
„ mented with ſine endowments, but as poor, indigent, 
and guilty finners. For ſuch the Saviour is provided, 
to ſuch his benefits are propoſed, and on ſuch his grace 
« will be magnified.” 

More ſtrange ftill ! Why then muſt I be at fo much 
colt and pains to dreſs ſo fine, to put on fo many orna- - 
ments? Is it that I may the better remember that I am 
mg hr tad ere rename voy | 
man, I may be the fitter company for beggars 
am told, that any man faſhionabl dreſſed 


their importance; or that every man's pride is 

qual to his worth? The ſcripture itſelf does not ſtrip 
men of their ſelf-confidence, without diveſting them of 
every pretence to it, without convincing them that 

have no fund for it. It convinces them that * 
poor, indigent, guilty finners; that they are fo in reali- 
ty, and nothing elſe. It does not admit, that they have 
any amiable qualifications to abate the force of this 
and then leave it to their own generous c 
to forego the conſideration of them. 
would have us ta be very good and very bumble, in 


46 LETTERS on Let. HI. 
to meet the imputed ” to be very holy, and 
to have a great ſenſe of our defilement ; to be very rich, 


and to have a great ſenſe of our poverty. But in that 
that whatever compliments we 


| per warmed, ks yl changed, in hrt, were ff f. 
— 


i „ beginning their addreſs 
thus: © We give thee thanks, God, the averſion 
© we 


DR Afri FI Wang b A 


OB GO T7.” Bo 


8 SNK 


Let. . Tze and Asrasto. 47 


ice, profanenefs, and exceſs, 
* by which laſt I have fo reduced my health i 
* ſtances, that inſtead of having any opportunity 
© ening the debt I] owe fociety, through my injuſtice, 
* muſt neceſſarily increaſe it, by the claims of my wants 
« upon their compaſſion. Upon occaſional touches of 
« remorſe after ſatiety, I have often made reſolutions of 
amendment; but the firſt temptation always broke 
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and on ſuch his grace will be magnified.” 
I way not ſeem to be too ſevere upon 


I will him in countenance, by taking notice of a 
rebuke that was once given to one of the chief apoſt les, 


wept pre bi 


* be fo far overawed, by the preſence of ſame of your 
e qualified friends, as practically to diſſemble your a- 
% vowed principles, by your withdrawing on this occa- 
© fron — wpaded of the believing Pagans ? This 
« your conduct is far from being upright, according to 
the truth of the goſpel, and has moreover the worſt 
* of tendencies. You hereby * fewel to the re- 
« ligious pride of your quali brethren. You give . 
* theſe perſons to _——— they have fome better 
6 right to eternal life than others, who are not fo qua- 
4 fied. You hereby tempt the Pagans, who have no- 
u thiug elſe to recommend them to God, but what 
„ beheve Chriſt has done, and who have hitherto, and 
© that upon good ground, confidered this as enough, to 
call in queſtion their faith, and ſuſ ect that ſome thing 
« more, beſide what hey have alrendy believed, is ne- 
ceſſary.— In ſhort, you compel hem to ſeck after your 
| E « qualifications, 
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The chief thing for which we ſind them cenſured in 
the New Teſtament, is, that they God had a 
peculiar regard for them, and accept them on ac- 
count of the excellency of their lives. This their pre- | 
ſumption did not ariſe from a firm perſuaſion that they | 
had done enough to procure the favour of God and e- 
ternal life. For, as to this, their hearts failed them up- | 
on occaſions, and the queſtion recurred upon them, M hat 
good thing ſhall I do? What lack | yet ? but it pro- 
ceeded upon the difference they perceived, betwixt their 
own character, and that of other men. This naturally 
drew their attention and care to increaſe that ditk rence, 
and make it as clcar and ſenlible as they could ; ſceing 
from the contemplation thereof arule their chief tatis- 
faction, and the readicit means for ſtiffing the uneaſy 
queſtion, or keeping it out of fight. Couſequently they 
had the leſs attention to ſpare for noticing another dif- 
firence of greater moment; that is, the diiference betwixt 
their own character, and the pertection of the divine law. 

Hence it was, that they became very wile and very 

as to every thing that regarded the firit 
mentioned difference, even making additions to the di- 


1 
j 
{ 
: 
] 
1 


— „ partakers with them.“ The fame reflection is in like 
| cher iſbed by a moi e faſhionable fort of teachers, who maintai 
3 the character given in the New Teſtament of the Gentiles, 
firſt publication of the gufpel, was pecul ar to the Gentiles of 
that they indeed deierved to be called ugod'y, withant ſtreng 
1 but that it would be very fooliſh to apply Lach epithets to 

E 2 
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righteous or accept ö 
than the law delivered by Moſes ; the law which re- 
Gopiixgss and Humanity * in perfection, as 


11 8 
11711 
+35 
155 


, t which they „ 

ſays, They ought it, 48 WE ah 4 
the law, Rom. ix. 32-: that is, Though their 
were tar from coming up to what the law required, 
order to conſtitute them good, or well pleaſing in 
fight of God; yet they bore fuch a i 
D 


aL 
FS F 


S 


8 FFB 


—_ 
Had the divine law been given only Ike human laws, 
as 2 rule by which men were to judge of one another, 
the Pharilces undoubtedly ſtood faireſt for being juſtified 
by it: but when we think of the divine law given as a 
rule to regulite, not oaly the correſpondence of mcn 
with men, but that of every man by himlelf with God: 
a rule by which every min is anſwerable to, and muſt 


be tried by him, who ſearches the heart, and is tho- 


roughly acquainted wich all the ſprings of human action, 
the queſtion mult naturally ariſe in in the breaſt of the 
belt of men, Who then can be faved ? where is the cha- 
racter to be found that God will approve? or even, 
where is the perlun that can ſtand up betore his Maker, 


For brevity's ſake, I chuſe to uſe theſe two expreſſions for the 
ſum of the divine law; Godlineſi, for love to God, with all the 


ſtren and foul; and Hu inſtead philanth. opy, 
n 


and, 


Fiir 


* 
LISTER 


the goſpel. And ind 
ſectually demonſtrated to the conviction of any, it a 
righteouſneſs exceeding theirs had not appeared in the 
world. That fuch a righteouſnefs has indeed appeared, 
the whole New Teſtament bears witnek. And to fay 
barely, that it exceeded theirs as far as theirs exceeded 
the naughtieſt character upon earth, would be to give 
but a very low account of it, and infinitely ſhort of the 
truth. For it exceeded theirs as far as theirs came ſhort 
of the perſection of the divine law. And the goſpel un- 


ry for entering into the kingdom of heaven, muſt ex- 
ceed theirs. 


Tux righteouſneſs I am now ſpeaking of, is no other 
than the character of Jefus Chriſt. This character was + 
not diſtinguiſhed by t ſhining qualities, by which 
great men, and promoters of the temporal happineſs of 

| E 3 locicty, 


public reformation. He 

juſt as he found it, having 
of the evil thereof to his 
left expoſed to its hatred ; mg 


The name Jesus Cn nIsT has been torn off from the 
character drawn for it in the New Teſtament, and has 
been applied by various claſſes of men to the character 
moſt admired by each of them. Some, under the name 


Jeſus Chrift, preſent to our thoughts an eminent moral 
philoſopher ; others a patriarch of monachiſm ; athers 
the ſupreme head of a national church, in whoſe name 


all herely and profaneneſs are to be rooted out of the 
ration, and all zealous ecclehiaftics obtain preferment : 
yea, we may find all the ſame forts of men =_—— 
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diſcourſe 
that every entertained in the heart, oppolite 
to the ſpirit of it, makes a man liable to hell-fire, or 
the wrath to come. 
„ü „„ 
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was in the eyes of ſuch a perſon, and it was in contraſt 
with his ri rer 
into nothing ; even as all difference among the ſtars is 
effaced when once the ſun appears. 

Had the wiſeſt men of all nations laid their heads to- 
„ and conſulted beforchand, what character was 
for God to wear, in becoming a man on the earth, 
they would, no doubt, have imagined ſomething very 
graud, far outſhining the character of the perfect prince 
drawn by the author of Telemachus. Had a man of 


le, and having no taſte for the company of men 

r and diſtinction ; had fuch a man, I fay, 
up, in the midit of the beit improved nation, for 
the divine perſonage, having no teſtunonics for the dig- 


„ 

is character, invalidate every argument dig- 

nity ? Philoſophy, carefully 

ture, would lend her aid to every preterna- 

teſtimony in his favour. Virtue, hitherto nouriſh- 

i laiming mo being her 
of 


more tender part ſtill. For we know, by hiſtory, and 
daily obſervatjon, that men may be brought to embrace 
voluntary poverty, and to chule the greateſt bodily 

2. 


Even the man of pleaſure, who ſeems to have caſt off all 
fear of God, will, upon occaſions, beltow a fquint look 
on the devotee, and ſay in his heart, At worſt I am no 


ther apoltles, ſhall publicly appear. feated on twelve 
thrones, next to that of the Moſt Hiph. The appear- 
of Jeſus 


repre 

plain, having ä highway cleared out for Jeſus, to walk 
alone conſpicuous through the midſt of mankind, that 
all fleſh might tee the glory and excelleney of 
his character, that all might fee it on an even footing, 
none overtopping another, none intercepting the view 
of his fellow. The fame ſpeaking 
chap. ii. preſents us, to the ſame purpoſe, with a grand 

of images, which are concluded with a repe- 
tition of the leading ſentiment which introduces thein. 


alted in that day. For the day of the Lord of hoſts , be 
pan 
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aubich is HIGHLY ESTEEMED 
NATION is the fight of God; and that 
characters went into the kingdom of God 


Ile: 
trik 


E 


world iming a- 
i the mob ? 
1 * wi world as evil, 
in that reſpect wherein them- 
felves moſt : and under- 
good ground to count 
called vi 
But -2tion, to hear 
ſuch a was er ere hiſſed at, 
rr 
tions, he moſt open manner, with unſha- 


F 


God bad no delight in any charac- 
ter under heaven but his alone ; that none of mankind 
could ever find favour with God, but by his virtue and 
piety alone? Would they not think they had the bigh- 
eſt realon for their reſentment? Sy wwe net Tell, that 
thou art a Samaritan, and baſft a devil ?——He bath a de- 
wil, and is mad, why hear ye him? 


Fas contravene hwy, Wane ty Kone of 
Jeſus. And, if I might be allowed to adopt the val 
uſe of the word io ape this occaſion, I would Gy be 
fell a victim to the reſentment of every human exccllen- 
cy. For what is it that man glorics in, that did not 
itſelf piqued and affronted by the doctrine, joined 
3 of the life of Je» 
| As 


Arif, rr SON) pans = 


II STRLESUSDELOAPEEG FICK RS 


iet 3 1 122 a HM . ; 
f . 1 Nile 1 
ls THAT 

1115 [ — TL 

i 11 151 

115 HEEL 

7427 Th Is 

HT FEAT 

Fin 111 

li 15 84141445 


Uh 


I 
Mn 


11 0 


X aL 2323 SOLE E1Z enen 2&5 wi 


9 1441s 1 1721231 1111 1411 15 
: 1 111 If al i Wi 111 45 1 
WH 11 Mine 
41 88 1 TEh 
510 1 
144 3 FL? 
[RY 10 11 1791 
2 8115 1115 11 23144739 


1 600 hin 4 
13 pr 1% 3 


1 
F 

0 

With 


Pint f 


: 11 fig: 


It 
221 0 


C 100 24.2 $3 fn hbGoPa 


444114337143 


1247 


283 


ae! Ke 1 11 
. 1 
Ml e 
11 15 1 100 0 e 


111 


it proved faſficient 


to the deſperate— Tho 


we hope 
Ai, ade 


8 
4 
z 
JH 
10 
FE 
1 
TRY 


1 


Mn 1 
8 Pit 


tian, 
equally 
became 
the 
majeſty 
of 
him 
who 
is the 


Let. 
HE. 
T7 
H 
Ep 
of 
and Afr 
486 
ta 


LETTERS' ma Leal 


If 


poo ea pangly 


B75; 


MLS -t 


8 5 


5 


—_ Mite. res es £& 4 *— Yvwarw = WW — 


MH. Tae and Asrasto. 


waitings good 
themſelves : — no reaſon to be ſcared by the 
ſcoruful ſueer of thoſe, or the more foulemn frown of 
Let this truth be my ion, and I will not 


charge turn out ag 
affords. the anſwer of a good 


God can appear jult in jufti- 

worſt view I can have of 
even in the worſt view I can 
him, who knows all things. By be- 

to look into the perfect hw of li- 
continue therein, I fee the extent of it to be 
ider than I was hitherto willing to notice. 
ſeeing what a righteouſneſs was requilite to 
it, and at what an expence every the leaſt 
greſſion of a n 


as it ſhews a rĩghteouſneſs to be 
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75 
neſſes, la I. 
2228 only awakened freſh difturbance in 
my conſcience, but alſo demoliſhed all my a: 
I was convinced then, that the rev much, 
which not only awakened my conſcience, and made me 
ſenſible of my malady, but alfo t ſuch relief as 
was ſufficient to fativfy it when moſt awakened, beho- 
fume God who formed it, and 
whoſe law is naturally 1 I found 1 had 
hitherto neglected — reluted the natural notices „f 
the true God there, and framed to myſelf another god 
by reaſoning ; — that I had been all along as one half 
allcep or intoxicated ; and who chules to be fo, as not 
finding his circumſtances in fo guod order as to give 
him pleaſure and ſat istaction iu his ſobereſt and coole it 
moments. And indeed. _— 


view of the — — 2 
him, when fully awake, and need not court the mo- 
iet, or rather inſenſibility, which is 


and there is no God with me : 14h, and 1 male ales; 4 
ann, and | beal : neither is there any that can deliver cut 
43 For I lift up my band to leacen, and fay, I 


RS do 1 think I have any «pology to make to 


ad 

"ſhe uuſullied perfeftion of both a 
workl, in all their native charms indeed, yet fo 
to hurt the weakeſt eye. the reſult ? 
We law no form nor comelineſs in Lim; no 

that we ſhould deſire him. We turned aſide our fac 
from him, as from a difagreeable object. The moſt 
wie and virtuous among us were the foremoſt to tet 
kim at nought.—— Yet however ſtrange it may feem, 
rrue it is, that ſome of the moſt baſe aud ſtupid among 


<< I have ſaid, the reſurrection of Jeſus ſerves me, as 
a new principle of knowledge or reaſoning. I do not 
ſet out from conjectures, to inquire after truth; but I 
{et out with the light of undoubted truth, to obſerve 
what path it apens for me to walk in. I do not ſet out 
from human maxims or preſumptions, to inquire how I 


ſhall form a god to myſelf; but I ſet out from heaven- 
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glory 

pride. Hence it is, that God, iatending 
is own image and character himſelf, iſſues 
fvereſt prohibitions againſt all idolatry. Hence 
takes to himſelf the title of the 3zarous Gop. This 


I 
ew ac 
Since man was ſubjetted te miſery, by the curſe of 


F F 


2. 
jo; 


retuge from miſery, or the ground of his hope, that is 
to him the ſtandard and meaſure of the divine character; 
even as he whole fole ground of hope is the work of 
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converted and the mere hearers of the 
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Philoſophers ſee no dignity in fiwple 
mere man appears to them a very deſpicable creature in 
every reſpect, but this one, that he is endued with a 


certain docility, or turn for imitation, which by the a, 
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render him at laſt a very handſome, ſagacious, and high» 
mettled animal. Popular preachers, while they ſeem 
to agree with the ſcripture- account of human nature, 
find at laſt, by diligent ſearch, in a remote corner of 
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men glory over one another. 
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It may ſuffice, by way of introduction, to ſay, that it is 
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